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CHAPTER 244
PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT

[Date of assent: 11th May, 1956.]

[Date of commencement: 1st May, 1957.]

An Act of Parliament to make better provision for the control of the profession
of pharmacy and the trade in drugs and poisons
[Act No. 17 of 1956, Act No. 39 of 1956, Act No. 15 of 1961, L.N. 365/1964, Act No. 8 of 1965,

Act No. 21 of 1966, Act No. 3 of 1968, Act No. 8 of 1968, Act No. 13 of 1980, Act No. 7 of 1990,
Act No. 21 of 1990, Act No. 14 of 1991, Act No. 12 of 1992,
Act No. 11 of 1993, Act No. 9 of 2000, Act No. 2 of 2002.]

PART I – PRELIMINARY
1.  Short title

This Act may be cited as the Pharmacy and Poisons Act.

2.  Interpretation
(1)  In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“advertisement” includes a notice, circular, label wrapper or other
document, and any announcement made orally or by means of producing or
transmitting light or sound;

“authorized officer” means the registrar, pharmaceutical analyst,
pharmaceutical inspector, a medical officer, an inspector of drugs, an
administrative officer or a police officer not below the rank of Superintendent;

“authorized seller of poisons” means any person such as is referred to
in section 24;

“Board” means the Pharmacy and Poisons Board appointed under the
provisions of section 3;

“British Pharmaceutical Codex” and “British Veterinary Codex” mean
the editions for the time being current of the books published under those names
by the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain and any addenda thereto;

“British Pharmacopoeia” means the edition for the time being current of
the book published under that name pursuant to section 54 of the Medical Act,
1858 of the United Kingdom;

“dispense”, in relation to a medicine or poison means to supply a medicine
or poison on and in accordance with a prescription duly given by a duly qualified
medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary surgeon;

“drug” includes any medicine, medicinal preparation or therapeutic
substance;

“duly qualified”, in relation to a medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary
surgeon, means permitted by law to practise his profession as such in Kenya;

“East African territories”deleted by Act No. 13 of 1980, s. 2;
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“enrolled pharmaceutical technologist” means a pharmaceutical
technologist whose name appears on the Roll;

“Inspector of Drugs” means a person appointed to the public office of that
name;

“International Pharmacopoeia” means the edition for the time being
current of the book published under that name by the World Health Organization
and any addenda thereto;

“manufacture” means any process carried out in the course of making
a product or medicinal substance and includes packaging, blending, mixing,
assembling, distillation, processing, changing of form or application of any
chemical or physical process in the preparation of a medicinal substance or
product; but does not include dissolving or dispensing the product by diluting or
mixing it with some other substances used as a vehicle for administration;

“medicinal substance” means any medicine, product, article, or substance
which is claimed to be useful for any of the following purposes—

(a) treating, preventing or alleviating disease or symptoms of disease;
(b) diagnozing disease or ascertaining the existence, degree or extent

of a physiological condition; or
(c) preventing or interfering with the normal operation of a

physiological function whether permanently or temporarily and
whether by way of terminating, reducing, postponing or increasing
or accelerating the operation of the function in human beings or
animals;

“medicine” means any medicament or curative or preventive substance,
whether proprietary or in the form of a preparation;

“pharmaceutical analyst” means an analyst registered by the Board for
the purposes of this Act;

“pharmaceutical inspector” means any person appointed as a
pharmaceutical inspector by the Board;

“poisons” means a poison included in the Poisons List referred to in section
25;

“register” means the register of pharmacists referred to in section 6;
“registered midwife” means a person permitted by law to practise the

profession of midwife in Kenya;
“registered pharmacist” means a person whose name is entered on the

register;
“registrar” means the registrar appointed under the provisions of section 5;
“Roll” means the Roll of pharmaceutical technologists kept under

section 6(2);
“substance” includes a preparation;
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“substance recommended as a medicine”, in relation to the sale of an
article consisting of or comprising a substance so recommended, means a
substance which is referred to—

(a) on the article or any wrapper or container in which the article is
sold, or on any label affixed to, or in any document enclosed in,
the article or such wrapper or container; or

(b) in any placard or other document exhibited at the place where the
article is sold; or

(c) in any advertisement published by or on behalf of the manufacturer
of the article, or the person carrying on the business in the course
of which the article was sold, or, in a case where the article
was sold under a proprietary designation, the proprietor of the
designation,

in terms which are calculated to lead to the use of the substance for the prevention
or treatment of any ailment, infirmity or injury affecting human beings or animals,
not being terms which give a definite indication that the substance is intended to
be used as, or as part of, a food or drink, and not as, or as part of, a medicine.

(2)  In this Act reference to the sale of an article includes reference to the supply
of an article as a sample for the purpose of inducing persons to buy by retail the
substance of which the article consists or which it comprises.

[Act No. 21 & 22 Vict., c. 90, Act No. 21 of 1966, First Sch., Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 2, Act No.
8 of 1968, Sch., Act No. 13 of 1980. Sch., Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 2, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

3.  Establishment of Pharmacy and Poisons Board
(1)  The Minister shall appoint a Board to be known as the Pharmacy and

Poisons Board which shall consist of the following persons—
(a) the Director of Medical Services who shall be the chairman;

(b) the Chief Pharmacist;

(c) the Director of Veterinary Services or a veterinary surgeon, nominated
by him;

(d) four Pharmacists appointed by the Minister from a panel of names
submitted by the Pharmaceutical Society of Kenya of whom—

(i) one shall be from the Civil Service;
(ii) one shall be from the community pharmacy; and
(iii) one from the pharmaceutical industry;

(e) one representative of the Department of Pharmacy of the University
of Nairobi nominated by the Faculty Board; and

(f) one pharmaceutical technologist appointed by the Minister from a
panel of names submitted by the Kenya Pharmaceutical Association.
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(2)  Those members of the Board appointed under paragraphs (d), (e) and (f)
of subsection (1)—

(a) shall hold office for a period of three years but shall be eligible for re-
appointment;

(b) may at any time resign by instrument in writing addressed to the
Chairman.

(3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2), the Minister may, if at
any time it appears to him that a member of the Board has failed to carry out his
functions under this Act, revoke the appointment of that person and shall appoint
another person under subsection (1) in place of that member for the remainder of
the period of office of that member, and if that member is nominated or elected by
any other authority or body, his nomination or election shall be deemed to have
been annulled on account of the revocation of his appointment to the Board.

(4)  The Minister may appoint an appropriately qualified person to act
temporarily in the place of any member of the Board other than the Chairman in
the case of death, illness, resignation or absence from Kenya.

(5)  The appointment, removal, death, resignation of any member shall be
notified in the Gazette.

(6)  The Board shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a
common seal, and shall be capable in its corporate name, of—

(a) suing and being sued;

(b) acquiring, holding and disposing of property;

(c) borrowing and lending money.
[Act No. 13 of 1980, Sch., Act No. 11 of 1993, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

4.  Proceedings of Board
(1)  The Board shall meet at such times and places as it deems necessary or

expedient for the transaction of its business.
(2)  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board, and in his absence

for any reason at a meeting the Board shall choose one of its number who shall
act in his stead during such absence.

(3)  The Chairman at any meeting of the Board shall, in addition to his
deliberative vote as a member of the Board, have a casting vote.

(4)  The quorum of the Board shall be five, of whom three shall be pharmacists.
(5)  The registrar shall cause details of all business conducted or transacted

at meetings of the Board to be entered regularly in a minute book kept for the
purpose under his direction. The minutes of the proceedings of each meeting shall
be submitted at the meeting following, and, if then passed as correct, shall be
confirmed by the signature of the Chairman and shall, when so confirmed, be prima
facie evidence in all courts and places that the minutes are an accurate record of
the proceedings so recorded.
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(6)  The powers of the Board shall not be affected by any vacancy in the
membership thereof, nor by any defect in the appointment or qualifications of a
person purporting to be a member of the Board.

5.  The registrar
(1)  There shall be a registrar of the Board who shall be the Chief Pharmacist.
(2)  The registrar shall perform such duties and exercise such powers, in

addition to those required under the provisions of this Act to be performed and
exercised, as the Board may from time to time direct.

[Act No. 11 of 1993, Sch.]

PART II – PHARMACY
6.  Register of pharmacists

(1)  The registrar shall keep a register of pharmacists in the prescribed form.
(2)  The registrar shall keep a Roll of pharmaceutical technologists in the

prescribed form.
[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

7.  Application for registration as pharmacist
(1)  Every application by a person to be registered as a pharmacist shall be

made in writing in the form prescribed and shall be addressed to the registrar.
(2)  Every application by a person to be entered in the Roll of pharmaceutical

technologists shall be made in the prescribed form and shall be addressed to the
registrar.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

8.  Qualifications for registration
(1)  Every person who—

(a) is at the commencement of this Act already registered as a pharmacist
under the provisions of the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap.
128 (1948)) (now repealed); or

(b) satisfies the Board that he holds at least a bachelor of pharmacy
degree (whether of Kenya or of some other country) which the Board
considers acceptable,

shall, subject to this Act, be entitled to have his name entered in the register.
(2)  Every person who satisfies the Board that he holds a diploma in pharmacy

approved by the Board of any college in Kenya or any other country shall, subject
to this Act, be entitled to have his name entered in the Roll.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 3, Act No. 11 of 1993, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

9.  Certificate of registration
(1)  Upon the registration of a pharmacist, the registrar shall, on payment of the

prescribed fee, issue a certificate of registration in the prescribed form:
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Provided that fee shall be payable if the pharmacist was, at the commencement
of this Act, already registered under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap.
128 of 1948) (now repealed).

(2)  The Registrar shall issue to every Pharmaceutical technologist whose
name is entered in the Roll, a certificate of enrolment in the prescribed form, upon
payment of the prescribed fee.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

9A.  Repealed by Act No. 9 of 2000, s. 78.
[Act No. 7 of 1990, Sch., Act No. 21 of 1990, Sch.]

10.  Corrections to the register
(1)  It shall be the duty of the registrar—

(a) to delete from the register the name of any registered pharmacist who
has died;

(b) to delete from the register any entry which the Board direct him to
delete therefrom as being in their opinion an entry which was procured
by fraud;

(c) to correct in accordance with the Board’s directions any entry in the
register which the Board direct him to correct as being in their opinion
an incorrect entry; and

(d) to make from time to time any necessary alterations in the register,
including such deletions, alterations and insertions as he may by
virtue of this Act be required to make.

(2)  If the registrar sends by post to any registered pharmacist a registered letter
addressed to him at his address on the register inquiring whether he has ceased
to practice as a pharmacist or has changed his address and receives no reply to
the letter within six months from the date of posting it he may delete the name of
that person from the register:

Provided that the Board may, on the application of the person whose name has
been so deleted and on payment by him of such fee as may be prescribed, direct
the registrar to restore the name to the register.

(3)  It shall be the duty of the Principal Registrar of Births and Deaths, on
receiving notice of the death of any registered pharmacist, forthwith to transmit to
the registrar a certificate under his own hand of death, with particulars of the time
and place such of death.

[Act No. 7 of 1990, Sch.]

11.  Publication of details of registered pharmacists
(1)  Whenever a name is added to or deleted from the register for any cause

the registrar shall without undue delay publish in the Gazette the fact of such the
addition or deletion and the reason therefor, together with the name and address
of the person concerned.

(2)  The registrar shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the first day of
January in every year, publish in the Gazette a list of the names, qualifications and
addresses of all registered pharmacists.
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12.  Professional misconduct
(1)  Where—

(a) a person applying to have his name registered; or

(b) a registered pharmacist or any person employed by him in the carrying
on of his business; or

(c) a person whose name has been deleted from the register or any
person employed by him as aforesaid,

has at any time been convicted, whether within or outside Kenya, of any criminal
offence or been guilty of any misconduct (being in a case falling within paragraph
(c) of this subsection a conviction or misconduct which took place either before
or after the deletion of the name) which in the opinion of the Board renders the
convicted or guilty person unfit to have his name on the register, the Board may,
after inquiring into the matter—

(i) in a case falling within paragraph (a) of this subsection, direct that the
applicant’s name shall not be registered, or shall not be registered
until the Board otherwise directs;

(ii) in a case falling within paragraph (b) of this subsection, direct the
registrar to delete the name of the registered pharmacist from the
register;

(iii) in a case falling within paragraph (c) of this subsection, direct that the
name removed from the register shall not be restored thereto, or shall
not be restored thereto until the Board otherwise directs,

and where the Board directs that a name shall be deleted from the register or
shall not until the Board otherwise directs be registered or restored to the register,
the Board may also direct that no application to the registrar in respect of its
registration, or as the case may be its restoration to the register, shall be entertained
thereafter until the expiration of such period as may be specified in the direction or
until the fulfilment of such conditions as may be so specified.

(2)  Where the name of any person has been deleted from the register in
pursuance of a direction under paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) of this section, the
Board may, either of its own motion or on the application of that person, direct the
registrar to restore the name to the register, either without fee or on the payment
to the registrar of such fee as may be prescribed in the behalf, not exceeding the
fee prescribed for registration in pursuance of section 9.

(3)  It shall be the duty of the registrar—
(a) to give notice of any direction under this section to the person to whom

the direction relates;

(b) to give notice of any refusal of an application made under the last
foregoing subsection to the applicant,

and any such notice shall be sent by registered letter which, in the case of a
registered pharmacists, shall be addressed to his address on the register.

13.  Restriction on directions by Board
(1)  Where an act or omission which under subsection (1) of section 12 may be

made the ground of a direction by the Board involving the cesser or restriction of
the right of a person to have his name registered is an act or omission on the part
of an employee of that person, the Board shall not give any such direction
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unless proof is given to its satisfaction of some one or more of the facts specified
in the next subsection and the Board is of the opinion that, having regard to the
facts so proved, the said person ought to be regarded as responsible for the act
or omission.

(2)  The facts as to some one or more of which the Board must be satisfied
before giving any such direction as is mentioned in subsection (1) of this section
are—

(a) that the act or omission in question was instigated or connived at by
the said person;

(b) that the person or any employee of his had been guilty at some time
within twelve months before the date on which the act or omission in
question took place of a similar act or omission and that the person
had, or reasonably ought to have had, knowledge of that previous act
or omission;

(c) if the act or omission in question was a continuing act or omission,
that the person had, or reasonably ought to have had, knowledge of
the continuance thereof;

(d) in the case of a criminal offence being an offence under this Act, that
the person had not used due diligence to enforce the execution of this
Act.

14.  Appeal against direction, etc.
(1)  A person aggrieved by a direction of the Board under section 12 of this Act

or by the refusal of an application made under subsection (2) of that section may at
any time within one month from the date on which notice of the direction or, as the
case may be, of the refusal is given to him appeal to the Supreme Court against the
direction or refusal, and the Board may appear as respondent in any such appeal.

(2)  The Supreme Court may on any such appeal make such order as it thinks fit
in the matter and any order of the Supreme Court on any such appeal shall be final.

(3)  It shall be the duty of the registrar to make such alterations in the register
as are necessary to give effect to any such order as aforesaid.

15.  Time of operation of direction for deletion of name
A direction under paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) of section 12 of this Act shall

not take effect until the expiration of one month from the giving of notice of the
direction as required by subsection (3) of that section or, where an appeal to the
Supreme Court is brought against the direction, until the appeal is determined or
withdrawn.

16.  Registration or restoration of name where appeal dismissed
If the Supreme Court has dismissed an appeal against a direction under

subsection (1) of section 12 of this Act that a name shall be deleted from the
register or shall not, until the Board otherwise directs, be registered or restored to
the register, a direction by the Board authorizing the registration or restoration of
the name shall not take effect unless it is approve by the Minister.
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17.  Deletion of name from register for conduct outside Kenya
If by reason of a conviction or of professional misconduct the name of

a pharmacist registered in Kenya (whether before or after such conviction or
misconduct) is in any other country removed, deleted or struck from the register of
pharmacists (by whatever name or style designated) of such country, or if by any
order or other process such pharmacist is in any such country disentitled to practise
as a pharmacist (by whatever name or style designated), the Board may direct
the registrar to delete the name of the pharmacist from the register, but without
prejudice to the provisions of subsection (2) of section 12 of this Act.

[Act No. 13 of 1980, Sch.]

18.  Surrender of certificate on deletion of name
(1)  Every person whose name is deleted from the register for any reason shall

forthwith surrender his certificate of registration to the Registrar for cancellation.
(2)  Any person refusing or failing to comply with the provisions of this section

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
ten thousand shillings, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or
to both.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

19.  General restrictions as to unregistered persons
(1)  No person other than a registered pharmacist shall, except as provided for

in sections 21 and 22 of this Act—
(a) carry on, either on his own behalf, or on behalf of another, the

business of a pharmacist;

(b) in the course of any trade or business, prepare, mix, compound
or dispense any drug except under the immediate supervision of a
registered pharmacist;

(c) assume, take, exhibit or in any way make use of any title, emblem or
description reasonably calculated to suggest that he is registered as
a pharmacist.

(2)  Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence
and liable to a fine not exceeding thirty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding three years or to both.

(3)  For the purpose of paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section, the use
of any of the words “pharmacist”, “druggist”, “chemist”, “medical” or any similar
word or combination of words in any language shall be deemed to be reasonably
calculated to suggest that the owner of the business and the person having control
of the business on the premises are registered pharmacists.

(4)  Nothing in this section shall extend to or interfere with the supply of
medicine to a particular person by a medical practitioner or his assistant working
under his immediate supervision, direction and control, a qualified dentist or a
qualified veterinary surgeon, for the purpose of legitimate medical treatment, dental
treatment or veterinary treatment, as the case may be.
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(5)  Nothing in this section shall be deemed to make it unlawful for any person to
sell any non-poisonous drugs provided that such drug is sold in its original condition
as received by the seller or to require such person to be registered as a pharmacist.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 4, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

20.  Pharmacist to display name and registration certificate
(1)  It shall not be lawful for any person to carry on the business of a pharmacist

unless the name and certificate of registration of the person having control of the
business are conspicuously exhibited in the premises in which the business is
carried on.

(1A)  No person shall carry on the business of a pharmaceutical technologist
unless the name and certificate of enrolment of the person having control of the
business are conspicuously exhibited in the premises in which the business is
carried on.

(2)  Any person contravening the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty thousand
shillings, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or to both.

[Act No. 7 of 1990, Act No. 9 of 2000, s. 79, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

21.  Bodies corporate
(1)  Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing provisions of this

Part, it shall not be necessary for a body corporate carrying on the business of a
pharmacist to be registered under this Act provided that—

(a) a copy of the certificate of incorporation of the body corporate is
lodged with the Board;

(b) such business is under the management of a superintendent who is
a registered pharmacist and a member of the board of directors of
the body corporate, and who is not acting in a similar capacity for any
other body corporate;

(c) in each set of premises where the business is carried on, the business,
so far as concerns the retail sale of drugs, is carried on by the
superintendent, or, subject to the directions of the superintendent, by
a manager or assistant who is a registered pharmacist;

(d) in each set of premises where the business is carried on, the name
and certificate of registration of the person in control of the business
is conspicuously displayed.

(2)  Any emblem, description or title which may be used by a registered
pharmacist, may be used by a body corporate lawfully carrying on the business
of the pharmacist.

22.  Carrying on of business by personal representatives
(1)  Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part, if a

registered pharmacist dies, or becomes of unsound mind or is adjudged bankrupt
or enters into an arrangement with his creditors, his representatives may, with the
permission of the Board and subject to such directions and conditions as the Board
may deem fit to impose, carry on the business, and it shall not be necessary for
such representatives to be registered provided that such business is continued
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only under the personal management and control of a registered pharmacist and
for such period not exceeding five years as the Board may decide, and that the
provisions of subsection (1) of section 20 of this Act are complied with.

(2)  Any title, emblem or description which may lawfully have been used by the
registered pharmacist may continue to be used by his representatives as long as
they are authorized by the Board to carry on the business.

(3)  For the purposes of this section an arrangement with creditors means a
composition or scheme made in pursuance of the law for the time being in force
relating to bankruptcy and includes a deed of arrangement to which the Deeds of
Arrangement Act (Cap. 54) applies.

23.  Premises to be registered
(1)  It shall not be lawful for any person to carry on the business of a pharmacist

except in premises registered in accordance with this section.
(2)  Application for registration of premises shall be made to the Board in

the prescribed form, and shall be accompanied by such fee, not exceeding one
hundred shillings, in respect of the registration of any set of premises, as may be
prescribed.

(3)  The registration of any premises under this section shall become void upon
the expiration of thirty days from the date of any change in the ownership of the
business carried on therein.

(4)  The Board may, for good and sufficient reason to be stated in writing, refuse
to register or may cause to be deleted from the register any premises which in the
Board’s opinion are or have become unsuitable for the carrying on therein of the
business of a pharmacist.

(5)  It shall be the duty of the registrar to keep a register in the form prescribed
of all premises registered under the provisions of this section.

(6)  Any person contravening the provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding thirty thousand
shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years or to both such
fine and imprisonment.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

24.  Authorized seller of poisons
Any person lawfully carrying on the business of a pharmacist in accordance with

the provisions of this Part shall be an authorized seller of poisons.

PART III – POISONS
25.  Preparation of Poisons List

(1)  The Board shall prepare and submit to the Minister for his approval a list of
the substances which are to be treated as poisons for the purposes of this Act.

(2)  The list to be prepared under this section shall be divided into two parts
as follows—

(a) Part I of the list shall consist of those poisons which, subject to this
Act, are not to be sold except by authorized sellers of poisons and
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(b) Part II of the list shall consist of those poisons which, subject to the
provisions of this Act, are not to be sold except by persons entitled
to sell Part I poisons and by persons licensed under the provisions of
section 32 of this Act.

(3)  In determining the distribution of poisons as between Part I and Part II of the
list, regard shall be had to the desirability of restricting Part II to articles which are in
common use, or likely to come into common use, which it is reasonably necessary
to include therein if the public are to have adequate facilities for obtaining them.

(4)  The Minister may, by order, confirm the list with or without modification, and
may, after consultation with or on the recommendation of the Board, from time to
time by order amend or vary the list as he thinks proper.

(5)  The said list as in force for the time being is in this Act referred to as the
Poisons List, and for the purposes of this Act the expressions “Part I Poison” and
“Part II Poison” mean any of the poisons listed in Part I and Part II respectively
of the Poisons List.

26.  Possession of Part I poisons
(1)  It shall be lawful for the following persons may be in possession of Part

I poisons, but to the extent only and subject to the limitations prescribed by this
subsection that is to say—

(a) a wholesale dealer licensed under section 27 of this Act, for the
purposes of the licence and on the premises so licensed;

(b) an authorized seller of poisons, on premises registered under section
23 of this Act;

(c) a person licensed under section 28 of this Act to sell poisons for
mining, agricultural or horticultural purposes, for the purposes of the
licence and on premises so licensed;

(d) any person, institution or department, to whom a Part I poison has
been lawfully sold in accordance with section 29 of this Act, for the
purpose for which such sale was made;

(e) any person for whom the poison has been lawfully supplied or
dispensed by a duly qualified medical practitioner, dentist, or
veterinary surgeon, or by a hospital, dispensary or similar institution
under the provisions of section 31 of this Act;

(f) subject to any conditions which may be prescribed, a representative
of a person engaged in the business of selling and supplying
pharmaceutical goods, for the purpose of giving free samples of such
goods, in the course of such business, to persons who may lawfully
be in possession of Part I poisons;

(g) the personal representative of any deceased person, or the liquidator,
receiver or other person appointed to deal with the property of a
bankrupt or of a company which is being wound up compulsorily, or
the manager of the estate of a person of unsound mind, in respect of
poisons in the possession of the deceased person, bankrupt person,
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(2)  Any person who is in possession of a Part I poison otherwise than in
accordance with the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence and
shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand shillings
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, ss. 5, 6, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

27.  Wholesale dealer’s licence
(1)  If the Board is satisfied that it is in the public interest that a licence to

deal as a wholesale dealer in poisons should be issued or renewed it may, on
application being made to the Board in writing on such form as may be prescribed,
and on payment of the prescribed fee, issue to the applicant a licence in the form
prescribed, or, as the case may be, renew such licence.

(2)  The Board may refuse to issue or renew, or may revoke, a licence under
this section, for any good and sufficient reason relating either to the applicant or
licensee, or to the premises in which the business is, or is proposed to be, carried
on, and an appeal shall lie from such refusal or revocation to the Minister, whose
decision thereon shall be final.

(3)  A separate licence under this section shall be required in respect of each
set of premises in which the business of the licensee is carried on.

(4)  No licence shall be issued or renewed under this section unless the person
applying for or holding such licence is or has a registered pharmacist in control of
the distribution of the poisons and the registered pharmacist is resident in Kenya.

(5)  Every licence issued under this section shall expire on the 31st day of
December in the year of issue, subject to renewal.

(6)  The Registrar shall keep a register of all licences issued by the Board under
this section.

[Act No. 13 of 1980, Sch.]

28.  Licence to deal in poisons for mining agricultural or horticultural
purposes

(1)  A person carrying on a regular business in mining, agricultural or
horticultural accessories may apply to the Board in writing on the prescribed form
for a licence to deal in poisons and any such licence, if granted, shall authorize the
licensee to sell only the poisons specified therein, to persons who require them for
a trade or business of mining, agriculture or horticulture.

(2)  A separate licence under this section shall be required in respect of each
set of premises in which the business of the licensee is carried on.

(3)  If the Board is satisfied that it is in the public interest that a licence under
this section should be issued or renewed it may, upon payment of the prescribed
fee, issue to the applicant a licence in the prescribed form, or, as the case may
be, renew such licence:
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Provided that the Board may refuse to issue or renew, or may revoke, a licence
for any good and sufficient reason relating either to the applicant or licensee or to
the premises in which the business is, or is proposed to be, carried on, and in case
of such refusal or revocation an appeal shall lie to the Minister, whose decision
thereon shall be final.

(4)  The Board may refuse to issue or renew, or may revoke, a licence for any
good and sufficient reason relating either to the applicant or licensee or to the
premises in which the business is, or is proposed to be, carried on, and in case
of refusal or revocation an appeal shall lie to the Minister, whose decision thereon
shall be final.

(5)  Every licence under this section shall expire on the 31st December in the
year of issue, subject to renewal.

(6)  The Registrar shall keep a register of all licences issued by the Board under
this section.

(7)  A person who sells poisons for the purposes specified in subsection (1)
contrary to any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence and
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty thousand shillings, or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding two years, or to both.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

29.  Power to sell Part I poisons
(1)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person licensed under section 27 to

deal as a wholesale dealer in poisons may sell Part I poisons to—
(a) a person lawfully carrying on the business of a wholesale dealer in

poisons in Kenya;

(b) a person lawfully carrying on the business of a pharmacist in Kenya;

(c) a person lawfully carrying on the business of a dealer in poisons for
mining, agricultural or horticultural purposes in Kenya;

(d) a duly qualified medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary surgeon for
purposes of medical, dental or veterinary treatment respectively;

(e) the Government or a local authority or its institutions for public
purposes;

(f) a hospital, dispensary or similar institution or a person or institution
concerned with scientific education or research, whether within or
outside Kenya, where such hospital, dispensary, institution or person
has been approved in that behalf by an order, whether general or
special, of the Minister:

Provided but it shall be an offence to sell Part I poisons to any of the persons or
institutions specified in paragraphs (d) and (f) of this subsection unless a registered
pharmacist is in direct control of the poisons at the premises from which they are
so sold.

(2)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, an authorized seller of poisons may sell
Part I poisons to any of the persons, institutions and others referred to in subsection
(1) of this section, and in addition may sell such poisons to any person who is—
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(a) in possession of the prescription of a duly qualified medical
practitioner, dentist or veterinary surgeon, in accordance with such
prescription; or

(b) in possession of a written certificate to the effect that he may properly
be supplied with the poison, such certificate having been issued by a
person authorized by the Board in that behalf, a list of which persons
shall be published by the Board in the Gazette from time to time; or

(c) a person known by the seller to be a person to whom the poison may
properly be sold.

(3)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person licensed under section 28 to
sell poisons for mining, agricultural or horticultural purposes may sell Part I poisons
in accordance with such licence.

(4)  Nothing in this section shall make it illegal for a person to sell or resell to a
wholesale dealer licensed under section 27, or to an authorized seller of poisons,
stocks of Part I poisons which are found to be surplus to requirements, or for a
person whose licence has been revoked or has expired to sell the poisons in his
possession at the time of revocation or expiry, if the sale takes place within one year
after the time of revocation or expiry or such longer time as the Board may allow.

(5)  A person who sells a Part I poison except in accordance with the provisions
of this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding one
hundred thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years
or to both.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, ss. 6, 7 and 8, Act No. 13 of 1980, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

30.  Poisons Book
(1)  Where any Part I poison is sold in the presence of the person by whom it

is to be used, the seller shall not deliver it until—
(a) he has made or caused to be made an entry in a book kept for the

purpose, to be called a Poisons Book, indicating in the form prescribed
the date of the sale, the name and address of the purchaser and of
the person, if any, by whom the certificate required under paragraph
(b) of subsection 29(2) was given, the name and quantity of poison
sold, and the purpose for which it is stated by the purchaser to be
required; and

(b) the purchaser has affixed his signature to the aforesaid entry.

(2)  Where a Part I poison is sold in the presence of an agent or servant of the
person by whom it is to be used, or where any such sale is effected by post, the
following provisions shall apply—

(a) before the sale is completed the seller shall obtain an order in writing
signed by the purchaser, showing the purchaser’s name, address and
occupation, the name and quantity of poison to be purchased and the
purpose for which it is required:

Provided that where a person represents that he urgently requires a poison
for the purpose of his trade, business or profession and satisfies the seller that
by reason of some emergency he is unable before delivery to furnish the order in
writing, the seller may forthwith deliver the poison to the purchaser who shall within
twenty-four hours of the sale furnish the seller with such written order as aforesaid;
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(b) before the sale is completed the seller shall satisfy himself that the
signature on the order is that of the person by whom it purports to
be signed, and that that person carries on the occupation stated in
the order, being an occupation in which the poison to be purchased
is properly required;

(c) the requirements of subsection (1) of this section as to the making of
entries in the Poisons Book shall be complied with, except that in place
of the purchaser’s signature in the Poisons Book it shall be sufficient
to enter in the space provided for such signature the words “signed
order”, together with a reference whereby the particular order may be
readily identified;

(d) all signed orders and prescribed records of transactions to which this
section applies shall be retained on the premises where the sales
were made, for such period as shall be prescribed;

(e) if the poison is sent by post it shall be sent by registered or parcel post.

(3)  Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding one hundred thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 6, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

31.  Supply and dispensing of Part I poisons by doctors, hospitals, etc.
(1)  A duly qualified medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary surgeon, or a

member of the staff of a hospital, dispensary or similar institution who has been
authorized so to do by general or special order of the Minister, may supply or
dispense a Part I poison for the purpose of medical, dental or veterinary treatment,
as the case may be, subject to the following provisions—

(a) the poison shall be distinctly labelled with the name and address of
the person by whom it is supplied or dispensed;

(b) the following particulars shall within twenty-four hours after the poison
has been supplied or dispensed be entered in a book used regularly
for the purpose (but which need not be used exclusively for that
purpose), and which shall be called the Prescription Book—

(i) the date on which the poison was supplied or dispensed;
(ii) the ingredients and the quantity supplied;
(iii) the name and address of the person to whom the poison was

supplied;
(iv) the name and address of the person by whom the prescription

was given,
and a registered midwife practising domiciliary midwifery may supply or dispense a
Part I poison in accordance with the regulations made under the Nurses, Midwives
and Health Visitors Act (No. 21 of 1965), if he complies with paragraph (b) of this
subsection in relation to the supplying or dispensing of the poison.

(2)  An authorized seller of poisons may supply a Part I poison prescribed and
dispensed by himself, and in every case in which he supplies a Part I poison on
prescription (whether the prescription has been drawn up by himself or not) shall
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enter the particulars in his Prescription Book in accordance with this section, but
shall not in respect of such supply be required to make any entry in the Poisons
Book in accordance with section 30 of this Act.

(3)  Any person to whom subsection (1) of this section apply who supplies or
dispenses any Part I poison otherwise than in compliance with these provisions
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand shillings
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to both such fine and such
imprisonment.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 9.]

32.  Licence to sell Part II poisons
(1)  Every person who, not being otherwise empowered so to do, desires to

sell Part II poisons may make application for a licence in writing in the manner
prescribed to the Board or a person appointed by it in writing for the purpose.

(2)  If the Board or the person appointed by it is satisfied that it is necessary for
a licence under this section to be issued or renewed in order that the public may
have adequate facilities for obtaining Part II poisons and that the applicant is a fit
and proper person to sell the poisons, and that the premises in which this business
is to be carried on are suitable, he may, on payment of the fee prescribed, issue
or renew the licence.

(3)  A licence granted under this section may be made subject to such conditions
and limitations as the Board or the person appointed by it may think fit to impose.

(4)  Every licence granted under this section shall be in the prescribed form and
shall expire on the 31st December of the year in which it is granted.

(5)  The Board or the person appointed by it may refuse to issue or renew a
licence, or may revoke the licence of any person who in his opinion is for a reason
relating either to the person or his premises not fit to be so licensed, and in the
event of refusal or revocation an appeal shall lie to the Minister, whose decision
shall be final.

(6)  The Registrar shall keep a register in the prescribed form of all licences
issued under this section.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 10.]

33.  Power to sell Part II poisons
(1)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, Part II poisons may be sold by—

(a) a person licensed under section 27 to deal as a wholesale dealer
in poisons, to the persons and others to whom he is entitled under
section 29 to sell Part I poisons, and to persons licensed under section
32 of this Act in accordance with their licences;

(b) an authorized seller of poisons;

(c) a person licensed under section 28 to sell poisons for mining,
agricultural or horticultural purposes, in accordance with such licence;

(d) a person licensed under section 32 to sell Part II poisons, in
accordance with that licence.

(2)  Nothing in subsection (1) shall make it illegal for a person to sell or resell to
a wholesale dealer licensed under section 27, or to an authorised seller of



CAP. 244
Pharmacy and Poisons

[Rev. 2012]

[Issue 1] P15 - 22

poisons, stocks of Part II poisons which are found to be surplus to requirements,
or for a person whose licence has been revoked or has expired to sell the poisons
in his possession at the time of revocation or expiry, if the sale takes place within
three months after the time of revocation or expiry or such longer time as the Board
may allow.

(3)  A person who sell a Part II poison except in accordance with the provisions
of this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding twenty
thousand shillings, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or to both.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, ss. 8, 11, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

34.  Labelling of containers
(1)  It shall be an offence for any person to supply any poison unless the

container of the poison is labelled in the prescribed manner—
(a) with the name of the poison; and

(b) in the case of a preparation which contains a poison as one of the
ingredients thereof, with the prescribed particulars as to the proportion
which the poison contained in the preparation bears to the total
ingredients; and

(c) with the word “Poison” or other prescribed indication of the character
of the article; and

(d) if supplied on sale (other than wholesale), with the name of the seller
and the address of the premises on which it is sold; and

(e) if supplied otherwise than on sale, with the name and address of the
supplier:

Provided that the provisions of paragraph (a), (b) and (c) of this section shall
not apply in respect of a poison made up and supplied for the use of a particular
person being a poison prescribed by reference to the needs of that person.

(2)  The provisions of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of subsection (1) shall not
apply in respect of a poison made up and supplied for the use of a particular person
being a poison prescribed by reference to the needs of that person.

(3)  Any person who commits an offence under this section shall be liable to a
fine not exceeding twenty thousand shillings, or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding one year or to both.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

35.  Prohibition on sale of poisons in automatic machines
A person exposing or causing to be exposed for sale any poison in or by means

of an automatic machine shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not
exceeding twenty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding
one year or to both.

[Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

PART IIIA – MANUFACTURE OF MEDICINAL SUBSTANCES
35A.  Licence to manufacture medicinal substances

(1)  No person shall manufacture any medicinal substance unless he has been
granted a manufacturing licence by the Board.
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(2)  Each manufacturing licence shall expire on the 31st December of every year
and the renewal thereof shall be subject to compliance with conditions prescribed
by the Board.

(3)  No person shall manufacture any medicinal substance for sale unless he
has applied for and obtained a licence from the Board in respect of each substance
intended to be manufactured.

(4)  Any person who intends to manufacture a medicinal substance shall make
an application in the prescribed form for the licensing of the premises; and the
application shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(5)  The Director of the National Drug Quality Control Laboratory or any member
of the Laboratory staff authorized by him shall have power to enter and sample any
medicinal substance under production in any manufacturing premises and certify
that the method of manufacture approved by the Board is being followed.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35B.  Compliance with good manufacturing practice
Every person who is granted a manufacturing licence under section 35A shall

comply with the good manufacturing practices prescribed by the Board.
[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

PART IIIB – NATIONAL QUALITY CONTROL LABORATORY
35C.  Interpretation of Part

In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires—
“Director” means the Director of the National Quality Control Laboratory

appointed under section 35H;
“Laboratory” means the National Quality Control Laboratory established

under section 35D.
[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35D.  Establishment of the National Drug Quality Control Laboratory
(1)  There shall be established a National Quality Laboratory which shall be

used as a facility for—
(a) the examination and testing of drugs and any material or substance

from or with which and the manner in which drugs may be
manufactured, processed or treated and ensuring the quality control
of drugs and medicinal substances;

(b) performing chemical, biological, bio-chemical, physiological and
pharmacological analysis and other pharmaceutical evaluation; and

(c) testing, at the request of the Board and on behalf of the Government,
of locally manufactured and imported drugs or medicinal substances
with a view to determining whether such drugs or medicinal
substances comply with this Act or rules made thereunder.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]
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35E.  Incorporation of the Laboratory
The Laboratory shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

common seal and shall have power to sue and be sued in its corporate name
and to acquire, hold and dispose of movable and immovable property for its own
purposes.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35F.  Board of Management
(1)  There shall be a Board of Management for the Laboratory, which shall

consist of nine members to be appointed by the Pharmacy and Poisons Board.
(2)  A member of the Board of Management appointed under subsection (1)

shall hold office for three years but shall be eligible for re-appointment.
(3)  A quorum of the Board of Management shall be five members.
(4)  The Board of management shall meet not less than four times each calendar

year.
(5)  The Director shall be the secretary of the Board of Management.
(6)  Subject to this subsection, the Board of Management may regulate its own

procedure.
[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35G.  Functions of the Board of Management
The functions of the Board of Management shall be—

(a) to administer the property and funds of the Laboratory in such manner
and for such purposes as shall, in the opinion of the Board of
Management, promote its best interests;

(b) to receive, on behalf of the Laboratory, grants-in-aid, gifts, donations,
fees, subscriptions or other moneys and make disbursements
therefrom;

(c) to make regulations governing the appointment, conduct and
discipline of employees of the Laboratory;

(d) in consultation with the Minister, to draw up a scheme of service for
employees of the Laboratory;

(e) to administer the approved terms and conditions of service, including
appointments, dismissals, remuneration and retiring benefits of
employees of the Laboratory; and

(f) to appoint such employees upon terms and conditions to be laid down
by the Board of Management, after consultation with the Minister, as
it considers necessary for the proper and efficient administration of
the Laboratory.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35H.  Director
(1)  The Board of Management shall appoint a Director who shall be the chief

executive of the Laboratory responsible to the Board of Management for the day
to day management of the Laboratory.
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(2)  The Director shall hold office on such terms and conditions of service as
may be specified in the instrument of his appointment.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35I.  Powers of the Director
The Director shall have power—

(a) to develop and administer a data bank on quality assurance on behalf
of the Board of management;

(b) to inspect premises and issue certificates of compliance; and

(c) to advise and obtain advice from the Board of Management in regard
to any matter within his purview under this Act.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

35J.  Financial provisions
(1)  The funds to be used for the management of the Laboratory shall consist

of all moneys received or recovered under this Part and moneys provided by
Parliament.

(2)  The Laboratory may accept gifts, donations, subscriptions, fees and other
moneys for the implementation of approved programmes.

(3)  The financial year of the Laboratory shall be the same as the Government
financial year.

(4)  The estimates for the expenditure of the Laboratory shall be submitted
through the Minister for approval by the Treasury and shall make provisions for—

(a) the payment of salaries, allowances and all other charges in respect
of the employees of the Laboratory;

(b) the payment of pensions, gratuities and all other charges in respect
of retirement benefits payable out of the funds of the Laboratory;

(c) the procurement, proper maintenance, repair and replacement of
equipment and other immovable property of the Laboratory;

(d) the proper maintenance of the buildings and grounds of the
Laboratory;

(e) the creation of such reserve funds to meet future or contingent
liabilities in respect of retiring benefits, insurance or replacement of
building, or equipment or in respect of such other matters as the Board
of Management may think fit;

(f) the cost of Board of Management meetings; and

(g) capital expenditure.

(5)  The Board of Management shall cause to be kept and the Director shall
keep all proper books of accounts of the Laboratory.

(6)  The accounts of the Laboratory shall be audited by the Auditor-General
(Corporations).

(7)  The disposal of fixed assets by the Board of Management shall be subject
to the approval of the Treasury.

[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]
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35K.  Certificate of analysis
(1)  A certificate of analysis shall be issued and signed by the Director for every

analysis done.
(2)  The certificate of analysis issued under subsection (1) shall be in the

prescribed form.
[Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 3.]

PART IV – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
36.  Advertisement of drugs

(1)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall advertise any drug or
poison except with the written permission of the Board.

(2)  Applications for the advertisement of any drug or poison shall be made to
the Board in the prescribed form and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

[Act No. 7 of 1990, Sch.]

37.  Prohibition of advertisements as to certain diseases, etc.
(1)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall take part in the

publication of an advertisement referring to a drug, appliance or article of any
description in terms which are calculated to imply that such drugs, appliances or
articles may be effective for any of the purposes specified in the Schedule to this
Act.

(2)  In any proceedings for contravention of the foregoing provisions of this
section, it shall be a defence for the person charged to prove that the advertisement
to which the proceedings relate was published only so far as was reasonably
necessary to bring it to the notice of one or more persons of the following classes—

(a) members of the National Assembly;

(b) members of the governing body of a voluntary hospital;

(c) duly qualified medical practitioners, dentists and veterinary surgeons;

(d) registered pharmacists, authorized sellers of poisons and licensed
wholesale dealers;

(e) persons carrying on a business which includes the sale or supply of
surgical appliances,

or that the said advertisement was so published in connection with an application
for a patent submitted to the appropriate authority so far only as was requisite for
the purpose of the application.

(3)  The Minister may from time to time, by notice in the Gazette, amend or vary
the Schedule to this Act.

[L.N. 365/1964.]

38.  Prohibition of advertisements as to abortion
Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall take any part in the

publication of any advertisement referring to any drug, appliance or article of
any description, in terms which are calculated to lead to the use of such drugs,
appliance or article for procuring the miscarriage of women.
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39.  Prohibition of misleading advertisements
Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall take any part in the

publications of any advertisement referring to a drug, medicine, medical appliance
or similar article in terms which in the opinion of the Board are considered to be
extravagant and to bear little or no relation to the pharmacological properties and
action of the ingredients or components thereof.

40.  Offences and penalties in respect of advertisements
(1)  A person who contravenes any of the provisions of sections 36, 37, 38 and

39 shall, subject to this Act, be liable—
(a) in the case of a first conviction, to a fine not exceeding twenty

thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one
year, or both;

(b) in the case of a subsequent conviction, to a fine not exceeding thirty
thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years or to both.

(2)  Where, in proceedings for contravention of any of the provisions of sections
37 and 38, it is proved—

(a) that an advertisement was published referring to any drug, appliance
or article of any description, in terms calculated to lead to the use of
such drugs, appliance, or article—

(i) in the case of a contravention of section 37 of this Act, for the
treatment of any of the human ailments referred to in subsection
(1) of that section; or

(ii) in the case of a contravention of section 38 of this Act, for
procuring the miscarriage of women; and

(b) that the advertisement also referred to the drug, appliance or article
in terms calculated to indicate that it was manufactured, produced,
imported, sold or offered for sale by the person charged,

then, unless the contrary is proved, it shall be presumed for the purpose of those
proceedings that that person took part in the publication of the advertisement, but
without prejudice to the liability of any other person.

(3)  In any proceedings for contravention of any of the provisions of sections 36,
37, 38 and 39, it shall be a defence for the person charged to prove—

(a) that the advertisement to which the proceedings relate was published
in such circumstances that he did not know and had no reason to
believe that he was taking part in the publication thereof; or

(b) that the advertisement was published only in a publication of a
technical character intended for circulation mainly amongst persons
of the following classes, or of one or some of them that is to say—

(i) duly qualified medical practitioners, dentists and veterinary
surgeons;

(ii) registered pharmacists and authorized sellers of poisons;
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(iii) persons undergoing training with a view to becoming duly
qualified medical practitioners, dentists or veterinary surgeons,
or registered pharmacists;

(iv) persons carrying on a business which includes the sale or
supply of surgical appliances.

(4)  No prosecution for a contravention of any of the provisions of sections 37,
38 and 39 of this Act shall be instituted without the consent of the Attorney General.

[Act No. 7 of 1990, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

41.  Labelling of articles containing medicine
(1)  Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall sell by retail any article

consisting of or comprising a substance recommended as a medicine unless there
is written so as to be clearly legible on the article or on a label affixed thereto, or, if
the article is sold or supplied as aforesaid in a container, on the container or on a
label affixed thereto, or, if the article is sold or supplied as aforesaid in more than
one container, on the inner container or on a label affixed thereto—

(a) the appropriate designation of the substance so recommended or of
each of the active constituents thereof, or of each of the ingredients
of which it has been compounded; and

(b) in a case where the appropriate designation of each of the active
constituents or ingredients is written as aforesaid, the appropriate
quantitative particulars of the constituents or ingredients:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to any article made up and supplied
for the use of a particular person, being an article prescribed by reference to the
needs of that person.

(2)  In preceding subsection (1)—
(a) “appropriate designation”, in relation to a substance, constituent or

ingredient, means—

(i) in a case where the substance, constituent or ingredient is a
poison included in the Poisons List, the name with which the
container of the poison is for the time being required to be
labelled in pursuance of section 34 of this Act;

(ii) in a case where the substance, constituent or ingredient is
not such a poison and is described in any of the monographs
contained in the edition of the British Pharmacopoeia
or the British Pharmaceutical Codex or the International
Pharmacopoeia or the British Veterinary Codex which was last
published before the date on which the article was sold or
supplied, the description set out at the head of that monograph;

(iii) in a case where the substance, constituent or ingredient is
not such a poison and is not so described, the accepted
scientific name, or other name descriptive of the true nature of
the substance, constituent or ingredient, and in all cases the
appropriate name of the substance shall be written in English
or in Latin;
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(b) the expression “appropriate quantitative particulars”, in relation to
the active constituents or the ingredients of a substance, means—

(i) the approximate percentage of each of those constituents or
ingredients contained in the substance or the approximate
quantity of each of those constituents or ingredients contained
in the article sold or supplied; or

(ii) in a case where the article consists of or comprises a number
of separate portions of the substance, either the approximate
percentage or quantity aforesaid or the approximate quantity
of each of the constituents or ingredients contained in each
portion; and

(c) the expression “container” includes a wrapper.

(3)  If any person sells or supplies an article in contravention of this section, he
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be liable—

(a) in the case of a first conviction, to a fine not exceeding ten thousand
shillings;

(b) in the case of a subsequent conviction, to a fine not exceeding twenty
thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one
year or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 12, Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

42.  Proceedings on charge concerning labelling
(1)  It shall be a defence for a person charged with selling or supplying, in

contravention of any of the provisions of section 41 of this Act, an article consisting
of or comprising a substance recommended as a medicine to prove—

(a) that he did not know, and had no reason to believe that the article
consisted of or comprised such a substance; or

(b) that, in relation to the matter in respect of which he is charged, he
acted in the course of his employment as a servant or agent of another
person on the instructions of his employer or of some other specified
person.

(2)  In any proceedings for contravention of any of the provisions of section
41 of this Act a document purporting to be a certificate signed by a public analyst
within the meaning of the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act (Cap. 127) or by an
officer authorized in writing by the Minister to perform such analysis, and stating the
result of an analysis made by him, shall be admissible as evidence of the matters
stated therein, but any party to the proceedings may require the person by whom
the analysis was made to be called as a witness.

42A.  Proceedings on charge of selling poisons, etc.
Where a person is charged with an offence under section 26, section 29 or

section 33 of this Act by reason of his having sold or been in possession of a
container labelled as containing poisons, and the container appears to have been
packed by the manufacturer of the contents and to be intact, the container shall
be presumed to contain poisons of the description specified on the label, until the
contrary is proved.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 13.]
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42B.  Appeals
An appeal under any of sections 27(2), 28(3), 32(5) and 50(2) of this Act shall be

in writing, and shall be lodged within thirty days after the date of the act appealed
against.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 13.]

43.  Power to prohibit or control certain medicines
(1)  The Minister, on the recommendation of the Board, may, by order, prohibit or

control the manufacture, sale, advertisement or possession of any secret, patent,
proprietary or homoeopathic medicine, preparation or appliance.

(2)  Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any order made by the
Minister under subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence.

44.  Rules
(1)  The Minister may, after consultation with the Board, make rules with respect

to any of the following matters or for any of the following purposes—
(a) prohibiting the sale by retail of a specified Part I poison except on a

prescription duly given by a duly qualified medical practitioner, dentist
or veterinary surgeon and for prescribing the form and regulating the
use of those prescriptions;

(b) prohibiting, regulating or restricting the sale of Part II poisons or of any
specified Part II poisons by any of the persons licensed under section
28 or section 32 of this Act or by any class of such persons;

(c) exempting from any of the provisions of this Act relating to the sale
of poisons any article or substance containing poison or any class
of such articles or substances or for dispensing with or relaxing with
respect to poisons any of the provisions contained in Part III of this Act;

(d) prohibiting, regulating or restricting the manufacture, sale or
advertising of drugs, pharmaceutical preparations and therapeutic
substances;

(e) the safe custody and storage of poisons;

(f) the importation, exportation, transport and labelling of poisons;

(ff) the importation and exportation of drugs;

(g) the containers in which poisons may be supplied;

(h) the addition to poisons of specified ingredients for the purpose of
rendering them readily distinguishable as poisons;

(i) the compounding and dispensing of poisons;

(j) the period for which any books or registers required to be kept for the
purposes of this Act are to be preserved;

(k) the fees to be paid for anything to be done under this Act;

(l) the procedure to be observed by the Board;

(m) the conduct of inquiries by the Board under section 12 of this Act and
the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence thereat;
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(mm)prescribing the qualification for registration of pharmaceutical
analysts;

(n) anything which is by this Act required or authorized to be prescribed.

(2)  The power to make rules under this section with respect to poisons or drugs
includes the power to make rules with respect to any class of poisons or drugs or
any particular poison or drug.

(3)  All rules made under this section shall be laid before the Legislative Council
as soon as may be after they are made, and if a resolution is passed within the
next twenty days on which the Council sits after any such rule is laid before it that
the regulation be annulled, it shall thenceforth be void, but without prejudice to the
validity of anything done thereunder or to the making of any new rule.

[Act No. 39 of 1956, Sch., Act No. 3 of 1968, s.
14, Act No. 13 of 1980, Sch., Act No. 12 of 1992, s. 4.]

45.  Power to enter and search premises, etc.
(1)  If a magistrate is satisfied by information on oath that there is reasonable

ground for suspecting that an offence against any of the provisions of this Act has
been or is being or is about to be committed and that evidence of the commission
of the offence is to be found on or in any premises, vehicle or vessel specified in the
information, he may grant a search warrant authorizing any police officer to enter
and search any such premises or to detain, enter and search any such vehicle
or vessel, and to seize any drugs, articles or documents which the officer has
reasonable cause for believing to be evidence of the commission of the offence.

(2)  An authorized officer, if he has reasonable cause to believe that an offence
against any of the provisions of this Act is being or has been committed on or in
any premises, vehicle or vessel, or that any drug, article or document in respect
of which there is reasonable ground for suspecting that such offence has been or
is being committed is on or in any premises, vehicle or vessel, and if the delay
which would occur in obtaining a search warrant as hereinbefore provided would,
or would tend to, defeat the purposes of this Act , may without such warrant enter
and search any such premises or may detain, enter and search any such vehicle or
vessel, and may seize any drugs, articles and documents which he has reasonable
cause to believe to be evidence of the commission of any such offence.

(3)  Where any drug, article or document has been seized under the provisions
of this section the person who has seized it shall forthwith report to a magistrate
the fact of such seizure.

46.  Retention and disposal of goods seized
(1)  Any drug, article or document seized under the provisions of section 45

of this Act may be retained for a period not exceeding one month or if within that
period proceedings are commenced for an offence under this Act in respect of such
drug, article or document, until the final determination of those proceedings.

(2)  Where a magistrate is satisfied that any such drug or article is of a perishable
nature or that by reason of the fact that the market for any such drug or article is
seasonal, or for any other reason, any delay in disposing of the drug or article would
unduly prejudice the owner thereof, he may authorize the sale or other disposal of
such drug or article.

(3)  Where proceedings are taken for any offence against this Act the court
by or before which the alleged offender is tried may make such order as to the
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forfeiture or other disposal of any drug or article in respect of which such offence
was committed as the court shall see fit.
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(4)  In this section references to a drug or article shall be construed as including
the proceeds of any sale effected in accordance with the provisions of subsection
(2) hereof.

47.  Inspection of licences and books
(1)  Every authorized or licensed seller of poisons shall, on the demand of an

authorized officer, produce for inspection his certificate of registration or his licence,
as the case may be.

(2)  All books kept by any seller of poisons, medical practitioner, dentist
or veterinary surgeon, or by any hospital, dispensary or similar institution, in
accordance with the provisions of this Act, shall be open for inspection by an
authorized officer at all reasonable times.

48.  Obstruction of authorized officers
Any person who obstructs or hinders an authorized officer in the lawful exercise

of the powers conferred by section 45 or section 47 of this Act shall be guilty of
an offence.

49.  Vicarious criminal responsibility
(1)  An act which if done by an individual would be an offence against this

Act or any rules made thereunder shall, if done by a body corporate, be an
offence by every director, secretary and manager thereof unless he proves that the
offence was committed without his consent or connivance and that he exercised
all such diligence to prevent the commission of the offence as he ought to have
exercised having regard to the nature of his functions in that capacity and to all
the circumstances.

(2)  If an offence against this Act or any rules thereunder has been committed by
a partner in a firm, every person who at the time of the commission of the offence
was a partner in that firm, or was purporting to act in that capacity, shall be deemed
to be guilty of that offence unless he proves that the offence was committed without
his consent or connivance and that he exercised all such diligence to prevent the
commission of the offence as he ought to have exercised having regard to the
nature of his functions in that capacity and to all the circumstances.

50.  Penal sanctions with regard to bodies corporate
(1)  If—

(a) a body corporate has been convicted of an offence under this Act or
any rules made thereunder; or

(b) any member of the Board or any officer of a body corporate, or any
person employed by a body corporate in carrying on a business, has
been convicted of any such criminal offence, or been guilty of such
misconduct as in the opinion of the Board renders him, or would if he
were a registered pharmacist render him, unfit to be on the register,
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(i) that the body corporate shall, in a case where it is an authorized seller
of poisons, cease to be a seller and, in any case, be disqualified
for such period as may be specified in the directions from being an
authorised seller of poisons; or

(ii) that all or any of the premises of the body corporate shall, in a case
where they are registered in the register of premises kept in pursuance
of section 23 of this Act, be removed from that register and in any case
be disqualified for such period as may be specified in the directions
from being registered therein.

(2)  Any body corporate may appeal to the Minister against a direction given
under this section, and the decision of the Minister on any such appeal shall be
final.

[Act No. 15 of 1961, Sch.]

51.  Penalties
Any person guilty of an offence under the provisions of this Act shall, except

as otherwise provided, be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one million
shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or to both such fine
or imprisonment, and in addition to any penalty imposed under this Act the court
may order any article in respect of which the offence has been committed or which
has been used for the commission of such offence to be forfeited.

[Act No. 3 of 1968, s. 15, Act No. 14 of 1991, Sch., Act No. 2 of 2002, Sch.]

52.  Repeal
The Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap. 128) is hereby repealed:

Provided that all licences, certificates, registrations, authorizations and
approvals made under any of the provisions of the said Ordinance and in force
immediately prior to the repeal thereof shall, so far as similar provision exists in
this Ordinance, be deemed to have been made under such provision, and shall
have effect accordingly.

SCHEDULE
[Section 37.]

PURPOSES FOR WHICH DRUGS, ETC., MAY NOT BE ADVERTISED
1.  The cure of syphilis, gonorrhoea or soft chancre in any of their forms.

2.  The prevention, relief or cure of Bright’s disease, schistosomiasis, cancer,
consumption or tuberculosis, leprosy, lupus, diabetes, epilepsy or fits, locomotor
ataxy, paralysis, or infantile paralysis.
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3.  The cure of arterio-sclerosis, septicaemia, diphtheria, dropsy, erysipelas,
gallstones, kidney stones and bladder stones, goitre, heart disease, tetanus or
lockjaw, pleurisy, pneumonia, scarlet-fever, smallpox, trachoma, amenorrhoea,
hernia or rupture, blindness, or any structural or organic ailment of the auditory
system.

4.  The cure of any habit associated with sexual indulgence, or of any ailment
associated with those habits; or the restoration or stimulation of the sexual
functions.
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